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Regional Special
Pomurje Region: Advantages and Possibilities
An advantageous location provides Pomurje with unique possibilities for interregional economic cooperation and new business partnerships.
In the northeast corner of Slovenia lies the region of Pomurje, which covers a territory of 1336 sq km and has 140,000 inhabitants. Its location, bordering Austria to the north, Hungary to the east and Croatia to the south, has resulted in long-standing economic, developmental, and cultural ties with its neighbours. Economic cooperation with these countries affords Pomurje with distinct advantages and possibilities for interregional cooperation and new business ventures. The Regional Development Agency Mura in cooperation with local development agencies and the Business Incubators Network in Pomurje offer a range of support programs and methods to help newly established companies succeed in the region. 
There are over 3000 different businesses active in Pomurje. In terms of added value, the manufacturing activity of the region represents its leading economic activity. The four most important sectors within Pomurje’s manufacturing industry are textile, food and drink, oil, and chemical. Historically, metal processing and trade have also played a significant role in this region. Looking ahead, the areas of tourism, transport/logistics and construction have great potential for future development.

Five business zones 
Pomurje contains five industrial/business zones, located in the cities of Murska Sobota, Lendava, Gornja Radgona, and Ljutomer, which are spread over 290 hectares of land. These business zones are already equipped with infrastructure facilities, are easily accessible and allow for a speedy start to construction work, as a result of a streamlined building permit process. With a position on the railway corridor linking Lisbon and Kiev, and also a connection to the main route between Budapest and Trieste, Pomurje offers good rail accessibility. In addition, the proximity of the Graz and Ljubljana airports make the region easy to reach by air by well. The telecommunications infrastructure is equipped with fibre optic ring for fast data transfer and digital telephony. 

10% corporate tax rate 
Under EU regulations, Pomurje is allowed to offer extremely generous incentive packages until income in the region approaches income levels in the rest of Europe. That means that companies can be eligible for a 10% corporate tax rate (as opposed to the normal rate of 25% - a rate already quite low for Europe). Direct grants are available to companies making investments in strategic services (customer service, shared service, and logistics and distribution centres), industry, and research and development. The grants can cover up to 40% of the costs of infrastructure and utility connections, building purchase and/or construction and equipment/machinery, as well as the salaries of employees for two years. In addition, the costs for employee training in the new workplaces can also be covered by the grants. 
For Pomurje, foreign direct investment is not uncommon. Presently, there are over 120 companies with foreign or mixed ownership employing over 1200 people, with a combined annual turnover of nearly 200 million Euros. These companies are active in different fields such as electronics, information technology, construction materials, textiles, logistics, and trade and business support services. Assistance with decision making, site selection and settlement can also be received from the Regional Development Agency Mura, which for years has been actively working to attract and support foreign investors. With such support investors have a better chance of obtaining favourable business conditions that are in line with EU regulations. 

Prospects 
There is still a lot to do in the region, but there are exciting prospects for the future – especially in the tourism and food and beverage industries which are becoming more and more connected with local agriculture. The regional development program for the period 2007-2013 is focused on the development of entrepreneurship in the region. Ongoing projects included a Regional Innovation Centre and Technology Park, and also a Centre for the Development of New Material on the Polymer Basis. A new energy strategy is being developed, which plans the introduction of alternative energy sources to help meet the region’s energy needs. 

Igor Drakulic


Regional Special: Pomurje
Opinion
Tourism and the challenges of globalisation
(by Dusan Bencik, CEO, Terme 3000) 
Despite being one of the lesser known regions of Slovenia, Pomurje has an interesting location that borders three foreign countries. One of the obstacles to development that this region has faced is that it was declared an exclusive agricultural region. There was no interest in developing other economic sectors and because of the protection of rural land other development was made practically impossible. To be profitable in the future, agriculture methods must change from the traditional crop rotation to a focus on the production of crops and products with higher added value. 
The second most important economic sector in the region is the food and beverage industry. This industry has lately managed to implement some restructuring, and it now shows positive trends. Tourism also plays an important economic role in the region and is one of the areas of business that has the best chance of improving the region’s development, and it has acknowledged the challenges of globalisation. 
The tourism sector provides a good example of how with relatively good organization investment, procurement, purchases and employment can all be realised generating positive synergies for future growth. 
“Panonske Terme” is a good example since it is now a brand that includes five tourist centres and two small city hotels. As a successful trademark it shows how it is possible to market several of the characteristics of the region and it is already recognized on the European market for its health products as well as a well-established spa. The strategic goal of Terme 3000 Moravske Toplice is to build a capacity of 5000 beds and to achieve an annual revenue of 40 million Euros; and to do this with 1,000 employees.

Do or don’t we have the knowledge? 
(by Branko Drvaric, CEO, Kema) 
There is nothing easy about the current situation in the Pomurje region. Before we even finished the first economic transition, the second one, caused by entering the EU, has come along bringing many difficulties especially for the manufacturing industry. Economic hardship among the people leads many to incorrectly believe that there is no need for something new or different; it also causes people to be satisfied with less, limiting their innovativeness. 
On the other side we have opportunities which we unfortunately are unable to take advantage of. These are linked to the diligence of our people, our landscape and its preservation. The land could give us much more, if we were didn’t only use it to simply grow wheat and corn, and to be stockbreeders. Instead we should find new, specialised programs for agriculture and offer Europe things that it wants to buy, such as bio foods and special farm products, as well as specialising in agrotourism. Tourist experts should market the whole region, not just a few tourist areas. 
However, everything is connected with a proper education; which must be oriented towards the marketing of our well established and recognised advantages. Optimism is rising because of an imminent dismissal of employment blockades in neighbouring countries. After 40 years the state will no longer shoulder the burden of dealing with underdeveloped regions anymore, but this decision could lead to the loss of many jobs, the alienation of the people and many other negative consequences. So what can we do? Money has always been a priority and this time it will be no different. 
We surely have no shortage of opinions and perspectives? Some we will have to assess first and only then start to build upon them; others will come all of a sudden and will solve the problems of the region and the country. Let’s be optimistic and hope that these new ideas will come in the not too distant future. 
As far as our company, Kema, is concerned we wish to act positively towards our environment, now and in the future, too. Unfortunately we are a manufacturing company, so we cannot employ a large workforce. Because of new technologies there is less and less need for new employees. In actual fact we have more workers than we need and there are also some educational discrepancies in the current employee structure. Kema intends to open a significant number of new branches in all neighbouring countries and beyond, so that we will be able to employ highly-educated people who will help in the development of new products and in our marketing department.

Mura on a mission 
(by Darja Odar, member of the Executive Board, Mura) 
The Mura Company has shaped the economic landscape of the region along the Mura River in its 80 years of existence and development. It has played an important role in all sectors of the development of the region, and in the past Mura also had a policy of creating employment opportunities for young people from the Pomurje region. 
Today we are building on past traditions and knowledge. Given current development trends and market requirements we know how to make quality garments and to build a recognisable fashion brand. 
Our aim is to become a leading expert in complex fashion engineering, designing for some of the most demanding business partners and for buyers in Central and North eastern Europe. 
Given the activities of the Mura Group we are confident that we will accomplish this mission with innovative technology, by satisfying demand for exclusivity and by emphasising individuality in clothing. Mura will gradually change from production to a fashion company, capable of organising the production and logistics of respectable European brands. Alongside these activities Mura will exploit its own competitive advantages to further develop its own brand in Central, Southeast, and later also West European markets. 
To make this happen Mura must further restructure the company, which 10 years from now will be much smaller in terms of its workforce but with a significantly changed work structure and with greater efficiency and productivity. 
Nevertheless, even after such changes Mura will continue to be an important feature of the economic landscape of the Mura River.

Anton Bensa, CEO Artex, Lendava 
There are more problems concentrated in Pomurje than you can find in almost any other region in Europe. The key problems for Pomurje include: a lack of regional consensus, fragmentation, and an inability to link outside the framework of funds. 
From an economic viewpoint, the essential problem of the region is low added value. Despite the fact Pomurje is constantly described as the least developed Slovenian region, there is no adequate systematic State measure of this. It is true that it is us, the people of Pomurje, who can and should do many things ourselves, but it would help to create at least some basic and comparative conditions, motivate people, show them the way and the end goals. There is no need to re-educate people but to redirect them. 
In my opinion the exaggerated promotion of certain sectors does not make much sense, because a ‘homogenous’ economic structure will be unstable in the long term. A heterogeneous structure of both economic sectors and industry size makes the best recipe for the long-term dynamism and ability of the economy to adapt. In today’s world the concepts of long-term stability and safety in the economy are obsolete.

We need a different self-image 
(mag. Anton BALAZEK, the Mayor of Lendava Municipality) 
The Pomurje region ranks among the least developed Slovenian regions despite its potential and favourable geographic position. The reasons can be found in unsuitable transport connections, an unfavourable economic structure and relatively low educational opportunities in the wider regional area. The transport and educational weaknesses can be blamed on the State, while the lack of entrepreneurial initiative can be imputed to ourselves. 
Modern transport improvements would encourage entrepreneurial investment and enhance the mobility of the population. Investment incentives should largely replace social transfers and increase employment options. Development could be encouraged with greater educational options such as high school and university programmes because of their positive impact on human resource development – that is on knowledge in the region. 
Last but not least – we should change ourselves too. We need a different self-image, more intention to change, more cooperation, and more trust in our own abilities.

Improving the starting-point 
(by Joze Strakl, CEO, Tondach) 
The prospects for the Pomurje region are not very good – regardless of how you look at it. Our starting-point is bad, the consequence of lagging behind for years, of a brain drain, an unsuitable development policy and a lot of our own mistakes as well as the mistakes of all previous governments. So – how can we improve the current situation? 
There are some companies in Pomurje that are the leaders in their industrial sectors both in Slovenia and abroad. This shows that we are capable of good things and that in these companies there is no grave concern about future development. However, they will be unable to make radical moves alone. So that’s why we have to attract something other than merchant capital and state support. I think that we can achieve the strongest development breakthrough with entrepreneurship, oriented into knowledge-intensive new technologies that largely accept a modern, globalised free market conception of the economy, where you are totally dependant on yourself and your inventiveness. 
So we have to set high goals and motivate all employees, constantly be alert about new technologies and adjust to change. First of all though, we have to realise that progress is possible only with the harmonisation of the activities of all the region’s institutions and local government. 



Moravske Toplice
Wine, Culture and Spa Luxury
The Moravske Toplice area of the Prekmurje region is gifted with unspoilt nature, excellent wines and natural hot springs.
The Moravske Toplice township is still predominantly rural. It is located on the eastern boarder of Slovenia in the middle of the Prekmurje region. This region is made up of the land on the left bank of the Mura river, the flat areas of Ravensko and Dolinsko, and the hilly Goricko area to the north. The area has been suffering from depopulation due to the unfortunate attitude of the government, which has failed to see the importance of developing rural areas for food production and raw materials. Nowadays, the township is focusing on ecological farming and eco-friendly tourism, and hopes for the future include the construction of new tourist facilities, tourist paths, wine roads, cycle paths, footpaths and better fishing and game hunting options. 
The township has been blessed with an abundance of thermal water, which cures all sorts of medical conditions. In July 2000 the spa Moravske Toplice opened a new bathing complex called Terme 3000, which improved the quality of services provided and increased the spa’s appeal to visitors.. One can indulge in an afternoon of relaxation at Thermalium, which provides beauty, wellness and therapy services over a spacious 3200 square meters; or splash in 22 indoor and outdoor swimming pools (a total of 5000 square meters of pool space) enhanced with thermal water, toboggan slides, waterfalls, whirlpools, swimming lanes, etc. Spacious grassy surfaces offer plenty of cosy shade where you can rest. Accommodation is available in modern hotel facilities, private rooms and apartments and at a camping site nearby. For guests desiring something a little more like home, the new tourist resort called “Prekmurska vas” (Prekmurje village) is now open. Numerous restaurants have dishes to satisfy even the most discerning diners, and for those who are feeling a bit adventurous, there is a casino nearby. The environmentally friendly golf course “Livada” offers attractive golf holiday programmes, golf lessons, and organises tournaments and meetings. The game of golf in Prekmurje is unique due to an unusual spectator on two long legs - the distinctive bird of the Prekmurje flatland, the stork. It is the symbol of fertility and of the unconquerable desire to return to one’s home nest. Or to a lovely golf course? 

Heaven for cyclists and day-trippers 
Prekmurje is ideal for a relaxing weekend trip away from the pollution and bustle of city life. Numerous activities are available. There are organised bike tours through the countryside, or you could set off by yourself. There are many wonderful walking paths to local sights and river mills. Or you could ride a horse over the green meadows. Homely inns offer an abundantly laid table with traditional culinary specialities like bograc (a spicy stew with meat and potatoes), smoked meat, a rich selection of pastry cakes with delicious sweet and savoury fillings, and many fine wines. The most famous speciality of the region is a dessert called prekmurska gibanica. Prekmurska gibanica is a layered pastry that contains poppy seeds, walnuts, apples, raisins, and cottage cheese. Although native to Prekmurje, it has become known as a national speciality of Slovenia. The unique dessert is evidence of the variety of agriculture in this region. 
It is the easternmost region of Slovenia, bordering Hungary to the northeast, Austria to the northwest, Croatia to the south and the Slovenian region of Stajerska to the southwest. The river Mura gave Prekmurje its name, a literal translation from Slovene would be “Over the Mura.” This comes from the fact that the river separates the region from the rest of Slovenia. The Mura is a fascinating river with many branches, strong currents and historic river mills. The best way to appreciate its natural beauty is on an organized boating trip on a sefa (the boat used on the Mura). You can travel all the way to Izakovci where you can visit the Büjrasi Museum and taste pajan kruh (bread grilled on hot coals). 

The castle of many rooms 
The area has a continental climate with very hot summers, scant summer rainfall, thick autumn fog that may last throughout the day, and very cold winters. Central Prekmurje is Slovenia’s granary, but the picturesque rolling hills of the National Park Goricko in the north were destined to become a wine region. The Goricko Wine Tourist Road is a great attraction both for Slovene and foreign visitors. In the village Grad na Gorickem (Castle of Goricko) one can discover the biggest castle in Slovenia, which has 365 rooms. Guests can visit workshops that show regional arts, such as the well-known Prekmurje pottery, or crafts (workshops on display include a blacksmith’s workshop, weaving mill, wheelwright’s trade, distillery of schnapps, and a black kitchen with an open fireplace). Every Halloween the castle transforms into “the Witches’ Lair,” with hundreds of people dressed as witches, a bonfire in the park and Halloween pumpkins on the castle windows. The castle was built by the Knights Templar during the time of the Crusades. It has an illustrious history and is currently being refurbished with the help of the Phare Project. It is also the headquarters of the National Park Goricko which includes parts of Austria and Hungary as well as northern Prekmurje. Its establishment was financed by the European Union. 

Oppressed by many, beaten by none 
In Prekmurje one can still spot an occasional cottage with a straw roof and can visit tourist farms to meet the friendly locals and experience what farm life is really like. The first settlers came to Prekmurje in prehistoric times and there are a number of archaeological sites around the region with prehistoric tools and burial sites. Through the centuries, Prekmurje experienced waves of Roman, Slavic and Hungarian settlers and many Turkish raids. In the 19th century the Hungarian rulers required the people of the region to speak Hungarian, and there is still a sizable Hungarian population there, as well as a large number of Gypsies. The religious profile is very diverse and includes Christians, Evangelicals and other religious sects. 

Gingerbread of love, please 
Prekmurje has a typical Panonian style of architecture with villages clustered alongside the roads beside the flat fields, or in the hilly region of Goricko, randomly scattered houses. When it comes to cultural heritage sites, the famous Plecnik church of the Lord’s Ascension (also called the “White Dove”) with an unusual round belfry is definitely worth visiting. The same goes for the Gothic Church of St. Martin in Martjanci and the Romanesque rotunda of St. Nicolas in Selo. It dates back to the 13th century and displays fascinating frescoes, among others the painter’s self-portrait, which is the oldest self-portrait in Slovenia and one of the oldest self-portraits in Europe. 
To end on a sweet note - in addition to the wine road, Prekmurje also boasts The Sweet Road. In its souvenir shops one can buy lovely hand-painted gingerbread hearts. They symbolize love, joy and celebration – in short, all the good things in life. 

Helena Marko


Day Tripping
Country adventures along the Mura river
A good way to start your adventure is by taking a dip in the thermal water at Moravske Toplice. From there you can venture out to discover the old-world charm of this area. The most convenient way to visit is by car, although in the summer exploring by bike or on foot is also possible.
From Moravske Toplice you can start out along the “sweet road,” where you can indulge in honey sweets at Medicarstvo Celec in Ratkovci, and discover the world of beekeeping in Ivanjsevci with the Kozic family. Then there is the possibility of taking in a bit of history in Berkovci with the Petje family. There, at Berkovci 30, you can examine the wooden Casarov mill, which was built in 1930, and has a base that is even older. The cylindrical mill mechanism is perfectly preserved and there is a collection of old-fashioned tools. The mill is situated by the Ratkovski stream. 
Next you can head in the direction of Bogojina, where you can visit a famous Plecnik church called “The White Dove” by the locals. Then in Martjanci you can visit the Catholic church of St. Martin which dates back to the 14th century. Moving on from there you have the option of visiting the village of Filovci. There the old art of pottery has been kept alive by the Bojnec family. A potter’s village, characterized by its thatched houses, is on display. Tourists can witness the process of making products on a potter’s wheel, see an old furnace for firing ceramics and can buy practical or ornamental pottery items.

The Art of Pottery-Making 
Pottery and weaving are definitely two of the oldest forms of human economic activity. Archival documents shed some light on the practice of these professions in Pomurje. Evidently, the Goricko region was unusual in that there were no class organizations there. Available resources only confirm the existence of a joint pottery-cooper-weaving-shoemaking class organization in Bogojina, the duties and privileges of which were authorized by Empress Maria Theresa in 1779. Documents also show that in Filovci there were 60 pottery masters at the end of the 19th century. 
A traditional specialty of Pomurje potters is black ceramics, which is not a result of the glaze used but rather of the firing method. A special furnace with seven or eight smoke outlets at the top is needed for this method of firing. Prior to the firing process pine wood with lots of pitch is stacked in the lower part of the furnace. Then the wood is lit and the smoke outlets are closed. The burning wood and pitch create a great concentration of smoke within the furnace which is what gives the pottery its distinctive colour. Potters design their products on a potter’s wheel, which is nowadays run on electricity. They are still famous for their excellent traditional products such as bowls and water jugs, but now they mostly make practical and ornamental ceramics that appeal to today’s consumers. They fire the products in electric or gas furnaces. Black ceramics are only produced in Filovci nowadays. 
In spring and summer a pleasant addition to your trip would be to continue along the same road until you come to Bukovnisko Lake, where you can take a stroll through the woods and visit the Chapel of St. Vid and Vid’s spring. The water that flows from the spring is said to have healing properties, especially regarding eyesight. This is why visitors commonly wash their eyes in it. 

Taste Pomurje 
Culinary delights are another reason why the region along the river Mura has a special charm. We highly recommend a visit to our wine shops, tourist farms and local inns, where you can taste bograc, bujta repa (turnip), zlevanke, buckwheat porridge, and the rich dessert prekmurska gibanica, and then drink a glass of fine wine after sampling all the wonderful food. Especially worth visiting are the Puhan tourist farm in Bogojina, the Gutman-Zver excursion farm in Bogojina, the wine shop Lipic-Passero in Jelovskov breg, the vineyards of Jani and Melitta Ernisa in Suhi Vrh, and the Flisar tourist farm in Moravske Toplice. 
These are of course just a few suggestions to help you choose what to see in our wonderful region. To discover all the other hidden gems you will have to visit the tourist-information centre at Moravske Toplice during your trip to the beautiful countryside along the river Mura. 

A.K.


	Regional Special: Pomurje
About...
Mix of qualities
Pomurje can be described as the right combination of the qualities most desired by investors. 
1. Quality Workforce 
Every year, 600 students from the Pomurje region graduate from domestic and foreign universities like Graz, Vienna, Zagreb or Budapest. The region benefits from qualified young experts who are familiar with the local Slovene and neighbouring foreign markets. This knowledge is backed with extraordinary language skills in English, German, Hungarian and Croatian. The gap that currently exists between labour costs and the high quality of human resources provides the region with a competitive advantage. 
2. Quality Infrastructure 
Good railway links, close proximity of airports, developed telecommunication infrastructure, 5 main industrial or business zones. 
3. Quality link to regional markets 
Its location, bordering Austria, Hungary and Croatia, makes the region a very convenient base for access to important European markets. Investors can also count on a skilled multilingual workforce and the long-standing business connections with neighbouring markets. 
4. Quality of life 
Well-managed cycling and hiking routes, several spas and wellness centres, a golf course, horseback riding, the possibility of flights in gliders and light aeroplanes.

Pomurje – region of the future 
FDI magazine has declared Pomurje “a region of the future” for 2006/07. Pomurje received top scores for human resources, IT and telecommunications, quality of life and overall FDI promotion strategy and development. In recent years, the region has attracted foreign investment from German companies such as fashion clothing company Rene Lazard. 

Business information? 
Where can you get them...

Regional Development Agency Mura Ltd. 
Lendavska 5A, 9000 Murska Sobota 
Phone.: +386 (0) 2 536 14 61 
E-mail: info@rra-mura.si

Regional Chamber of Craft Murska Sobota 
Lendavska 33, 9000 Murska Sobota 
Phone: +386 (0) 2 521 40 10 
E-mail: jozica.gergorec@ozs.si

Pomurje Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Lendavska 5a, 9000 Murska Sobota 
Phone.: +386 (0) 2 5213 650 
E-mail: oz.pomurje@gzs.si

Sinergija Development Agency 
Kranjceva 3, 9226 Moravske Toplice 
Phone.: +386 (0) 2 538 13 50 
E-mail: sinergija@ra-sinergija.si 

Regional Chamber of Craft Ljutomer 
Stari trg 3, 9240 Ljutomer 
Phone: +386 (0) 2 585 15 80 
E-mail: niko.sostaric@ozs.si

Regional Chamber of Craft Gornja Radgona 
Trg svobode 9, 9250 Gornja Radgona 
Phone: +386 (0) 2 564 80 90 
E-mail: majda.horvat@ozs.si

Regional Chamber of Craft Lendava 
Glavna ul. 11, 9220 Lendava 
Phone: +386 (0) 2 575 17 37 
E-mail: danica.kovac@ozs.si 

Goricko, Pomurje
The Goricko Wine Tourist Road
Goricko is the northernmost Slovenian district and has a distinctive dialect, friendly locals and, above all, splendid wine.
The first records of wine production in Goricko go back as far as the year 1627. At that time, vineyards were mostly situated around churches and on slopes with the best sun exposure. The Goricko winegrowers first achieved an international reputation in 1840, when the Vienna court proclaimed the wine of one of its vineyards the best central-European wine. After World War I, many winegrowers found themselves in a difficult situation and more and more land was left uncultivated. 
In the 1980’s, winegrowing enthusiasts started purchasing the uncultivated land and Goricko experienced a rebirth of its winegrowing tradition. The greatest recognition came in 1984, when a Sauvignon from Goricko won the gold medal at an international agricultural fair. Today there are 600 hectares of vineyards in the area and almost forty different wine bottlers who offer an assortment of more than a hundred different quality and high-quality wines; including auslese, trockembeerenauslese and ice wines. The Goricko Winegrowing Centre in Ivanovci holds friendly meetings for European winegrowers and coordinates the promotion and collaboration of member winegrowers. 
Local inns offer a good selection of wines and traditional Prekmurje dishes, but if you are interested in wine tasting and purchasing, set out for the wine shops and wine cellars along the Goricko Wine Tourist Road. The landscape exudes peace and unspoiled natural beauty, and the friendliness of the locals will cast a spell on you even before the wine does. The characteristics of Goricko wine are an agreeable freshness, palatability, refined bouquet and fullness of taste. A wine lover is faced with a serious dilemma when forced to choose between the many excellent Goricko wines – should it be Welsch Riesling, Chardonnay, Pinot Blanc, Rhine Riesling, Sauvignon or a bottle of each? 
Perhaps the rattling of the klopotec, a large wooden device put in the vineyards by the winegrowers to scare away birds, may take their minds off the problem. This unique device is only built in Slovenia and is a symbol of the joyful time when the winegrowers are proudly expecting their hard work to be repaid with a good grape harvest. A popular social event of Goricko winegrowers involves the setting up of a giant klopotec at the humorous Winegrowing Games in Dobrovnik, which take place every August and attract people from Prekmurje, Croatia and Hungary. The klopotec is left up until St. Martin’s Day when the arrival of the new wine is celebrated. 



